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HAT TRICK FOR STONERIDGE
Unprecedented Success for Stoneridge Electronics’ OPTAC Digital Download Tool at the Design Effectiveness Awards

Stoneridge Electronics’ innovative OPTACTM Digital Download Tool has just received further accolades with a series of wins at the prestigious Design Business Association’s Design Effectiveness Awards.
Stoneridge won the top-level Gold Award in the category of Industrial Product Design, then set new standards by going on to be the inaugural winners of the Materials Innovation Award, presented to the company showing the most effective and innovative choice of materials for their entry.
However the highlight came with the award of the sought-after Grand Prix, honouring the top overall company demonstrating best how an effective design strategy has made a real difference to their business. This is the first time that any product has won 3 DBA awards and is a superb reflection on Stoneridge and OPTAC.  Conferring this accolade on Stoneridge, the distinguished panel of judges, headed by Lord Bilimoria CBE DL, praised them for their user centred and holistic design. “This is design-led manufacturing doing all the right things and changing the marketplace in the face of stiff competition” they added. “It’s impressive”.  Liisa Puolakka, Global Head of Brand Identity at mobile phone giant Nokia, described Stoneridge as “…a company completely transformed”

Since its foundation in 1986 the Design Business Association has championed effective design and these Awards recognise companies from all industries that demonstrate the integral role that good design plays in commercial success. Winners must show that they have an attractive, well designed product, as well as demonstrating how a well thought out design strategy has contributed to the commercial success of their business.

In developing the OPTAC Digital Download Tool, Stoneridge Electronics and their design consultancy London Associates were determined to translate real customer requirements into a cost effective and sustainable product with the needs of the user at its heart, setting new standards within their sector. The resulting device has outstripped all the early projections for sales, as well as user satisfaction, with 93% of customers surveyed confirming that the OPTAC product is easy to use. 

“It’s highly exceptional for an industrial product to win the Grand Prix” said Leslie Stokes of London Associates. “When it comes to design awards, the focus is usually on traditional graphic design or packaging, so for the OPTAC tool to win really underlines what an excellent product this is.”

“We’re absolutely delighted to have won this prestigious award” added Stoneridge MD Mark Jenkins “Being able to compete and win against household names such as BT and RBS, is a real accolade for Stoneridge. The market response to OPTAC has been the true prize for Stoneridge, but the winning of these awards is a wonderful bonus and a great reflection on our teams in responding to customer requirements“.  

For further information on the OPTAC tool visit www.optac.info or call Stoneridge on 0800 073 1577
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Supporting Information

The OPTAC Digital Download Tool

The OPTAC download tool has been designed with simplicity in mind. With just four simple buttons and no complex menus, the tool can download data from both the driver card and the digital tachograph – and naturally the unit is compatible not only with Stoneridge but with all type-approved digital tachographs including ACTIA and Siemens VDO units. The tool can hold data from up to 500 smart cards or 20 full tachographs before having to transfer the data onto a computer. The user can then store the data in legal format without any complicated additional software.

The tool itself is durable and comes complete with a set of cables for connection to in-cab tachographs. And to provide complete flexibility of use, the tool comes with a security cradle allowing it to be positioned wherever is most convenient for drivers, for example the canteen, office or clock-in area.

Stoneridge Electronics

Stoneridge Electronics Limited (previously known as Veeder Root) is the Aftermarket division of Stoneridge Inc, with over 5000 commercial vehicle service centres worldwide.  Stoneridge Inc is a global giant in the automotive and commercial vehicle industry with a turnover last year of $750m. Stoneridge Electronics Ltd main product range is analogue and digital tachographs and the fleet analysis software to support them.  
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The OPTAC Digital Download Tool

[image: image1.jpg]


        
The OPTAC Digital Download Tool in use
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